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CAROLINE H. CRABTREE, G.R.S.
633 South 19th St., Richmond, Indiana 47374

Reversad Charles Augustus Gottlieh
Srork was the immigrant ancestor of the
Stork family of Rowan County, North
Carolina, He was born June 16, 1761
in Helmstaedt, Duchy of Brunswick. His
father was George Friederick Storch, a
merchant in Germany. His mother was
a Von Assehurg.

Charles Stork was confirmed in 1779
at the age of 15 in the Lotheran Church,
and devoted the greater part of the rest
of his life to ils service, He entered
Julivs Charles University in 1782 for
three vears of study. In 1785 he be-
came o tutor 1o o nobloman’s children
for ane vear, He was tutor to a mer-
chant's children for the next two years
Then he was ordained a minister by
Dr. Velthusen: and sent o Noeth Ciro:
lina:

“The young man, after due reflection,
expressed o willingness to go, and ot
onee made arrangements for his de-
parture, at the same time réeviving a
wrilten asuranee {rom his sovereizn
(the Duke of Brunswick) that i, lor
any teason he might choose to return,
he shauld still retain hi= claim of pro-
motion in he Fatherlund.,”  {Hzmmer,
_ page-47.)

He left Germany in May, 1708, and
arcived in Baltimore on June 27, 1788,
He stayed in Baltimore for about six
weeks and then went to Charleston by
sen, purchased a horse, and traveled to
Rowan County, North Carolina. It took
courage for a voung man “educated to
speak five or six languages” to travel
abroad alone to a new country and his
First pongrepation. He must have Found
a well-established community, as Ger-
mans had been making their homes
around Salishury since ot lenst 1752,
or [or ahout 40 yvears, The Germans had
eome mostly from Pennsylvania down
the Sheaandoah valley in search of land.
They had coped with the British, the
Tories. and the Indians during Revolu-
tionury  davs, They had established
homes, churches, and places of business;
and were interested in the education
and religious training of their children.

On May 28, 1789 Charles Stork wrote
n report to Dr, Velthusen showing thist
he had entered fully into the life of
his new community. He was at that

time pastor of three differgolehure
was teaching a cluss in P@Hﬁﬁh@
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academy in Salishurys had Tounded a
gmall Gernmm lonzuage sihool, and had
abyout Fifty children ready lor conlirm-
atjon in the fall. He also undertook nis-
sionary journeys, He became in ashort
time the leader of the Lutheran congres
gation; on May 2, 15803 he became the
First president of the Synoed of Norh
Caroling, 1le sérved the Lutheran
Church for 47 years, and was pastor of
Organ Church for 35 years. It has been
said that *his ability, eulturt, and re
finement would have commanded re-
speel anywhere, yet he declined all of-
fors that woold hove taken him from
among the German farmers of Rowan
and Calnrrus, where he [elt that he was
needed most.™

For two venrs alter his arrival in
America; Charles Stork boarded in the
home af John Lewis Beard. He marrlod
Christine Heard, daugliter of John Lewis
Beard, en January 14, 1700,

Charles as a married man lived mt
lirst cast of Salichury at the Chilson
plece. After sevepteen years he moved
to i Farm ten miles south ol Salishurv
whore he resided until his death, One
report says that he moved in 1805 from
his residense in Salishury ot the corner
ol North Main and Franklin sireits 1o
wospot on Old Convord Road near Eb.
enezer church, Another veport savs his
congregation was already  buildinzg =
house for him in 1789, and offered to
lend him money to start a plamtation,

Be that as it may, the house he lived
in on Old Concord =5ll stands, It was
remodided about 100 years ago. The
exterior walls were 12 inchies thick,

During. his  long ministry, Charles
Stork kept a diary. He recorded bap-
tisms, [funerals, ond marringes, This
diary was aceidently found when the
Archives of the Lutheran Churches in
North Carolinag was moved {rom Lenior
Rhvne College into the new huilding
of Luthernn Synod Headquarters at
Saliehury. Charles Stork kept his dinry
mostly in Lotin. Hebrew, and Greek,
using very little German, The diary was
translated by De Bost and Dr. Anderson
of the Southern Lutheran Seminary ot
Columbin, 5. €. in 1965, In hiz diary,
Charles Stork recorded the birth of his
own children as follows:

Salome born April 23, 1791
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GENEALOGICAL 30CIETY

o

David born Sept. 13, 1798

Anng Marin born October 26, 1800

Valentine born March 22, 1803

Curl boen June .., 18006

John Ludwiz born June 14, 16807

Lowize boarn June 14, 1812

Goltlieh (Theopolis) born Aug, 10,

1814

It is belisved that most of the chil-
dren died in infanoy.

Charles Stork died March 27, 1831,
He signed his will August 14, 1830, The
will mentioned first “heloved wile Chris
line,” The seeond ftem gave “son David”
a house ond lot in the town of Concord
worth B00 dollars. The third item eans
celled a debt of 800 dollavs owed by
Frederick Brougher, hushand of “daugh-
ter Mary Ann”™ The lourth item gove
“dunghter Louisa™ 800 dollars. The [if-
th item gave “son Theophilus™ 800 dol-
burs. The sisth item digposed of his pers
sanal library, and was the longest para-
graph in his will. His “store of books™
was probably his most valuable proper-
Ly, or ul least the closest to his heart, .

The descendants of David Stork, if
any, are wknown to me,

Louiga lHved with her sister, Mary
Ann, and lies buried with her in Missi-
g8l

Mary Ann married Frederick Brough-
er, and became the ancestress of o
most inleresting Mississippi family,

Theaphilus hecame a fomons Lutheran
preacher in Pennsvlvania and Marvland.
and had issue, One of his sons, another
Charles Stork| earried [erward  the
teadition of serviee to the Lutheran
chureh to the third generation.

SDURCE MATERIALS:

1. Johin G. Maorris, D. D
The Stark Family in
the Lutheran Church
(Philadelphie, 18861

2. Carl Hammer, Jr.
Rhinclanders on the Yadkin
{Salisbury, 1965)

3. Jamee S, Brawley
M Rowan Views and Sketches
(Balisbury, about 19547)

4. The unpublished diary of
Chaorles Stork,

5. David A. BRendleman’s map of
eastern  Rowan showing  tracts
owned by the early settlors,

fi. Robert W, Ramsey
Caraling Cradle
(Chapel Hill, 1964)

7. Rowan County Records

LCaroline H. Crabtree, G. R. 8.
633 South 19th St
Richmond, Indiana
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Data from letters of Joseph A. Cooper
and W. R. Cooper)
George Cooper, an English sailor and
son of a petty officer of the English
\navy, came to America in the latter part
, of the eighteenth century, having land-
v ed off the coast of Maryland. While the
« ship was lying at anchor waiting for a
\ cargo, before returning to England, and
the officers were asleep, George stole
 ashore.
Later his absence was discovered,
and the ship’s crew went ashore in
'*\search of the truant, who, to avoid dis-
covery, concealed himself in the dense
growth of bull rushes which grew along
The shore, and successfully eluded his
pursuers. He was said to have related
%he story of his escape, and stated that
they came so near him that he could
see their eyes. Eventually they gave up
the search and returned to the ship.
w(‘T'here came over on the same ship

b

ith George Cooper an English girl in
r teens, who had been kidnapped and
sld for her passage to America. In
yme manner the pair met on the ship,
nd spent their leisure time together,
tiscussing what they were expecting to
see in America, and what they had left
behind. Whether the girl had anything
to do with his dicision to abandon the
Ishi-p is a matter of conjecture, but the
fact remains that soon thereafter they
Imet again, and were married. They set-
tled at Elliott’s Mills, which is now
Elliott City in the State of Maryland,
where they lived until their death. The
maiden name of the girl and the date
of their marriage are unknown.
- George Cooper was not an educated
man, and could neither read nor write,
but his wife- had a limited education
and could read. He became a shoemaker
and basket weaver. They reared a fam-
ily—just how| many children is no
known, there were three known sons
and a daughter. The sons were: George,
Henry, and John; and the daughter was
Polly, who married and settled in the
sta e of Maryland. Henry married and
settled in Maryland, but his brother
Tohn lost contact with him early in the
nineteenth century. George left home
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when a young man and went south.
Nothing further was heard from him.
[t was supposed that he joired the
Army and was killed. Others believed
he went to North Carolina.

John Cooper, the son of George, the
sailor, wles born at Elliot Mills, Mary-
land on October 7, 1780. In young man-
hood he went to Baltimore and engaged
himself to a man by he name of Tivis
for the purpose of learning the trade
of cabinet-making, but he did not re-
main long with Tivis because Tivis was
2 drinking man. The cabinet shop where
he worked was located just across the
street from the public market in Balti-
more where slaves were offerad for
:ale. The cruelty of the traffic in human
flech and blood made such an impres-
sion on his mind that from that time
forward John Cooper was an uncompro-
mising enemy to slavery.

John Cooper was a soldier in the
War of 1812; having joined Captain
Lewis Hale’s company of Virginia vet-
srans, and served from September, 1312
to March, 1813. After the close of the
War he reurned to Maryland, but a
short time later started south in search
of his brother, George. He went through
Virginia, and finally into Grayson
County, where he gave up the search.
He met and married Esther (Hester)
Sage, a daughter of James Sage, a
Revolutionary soldier.

Soon after their marriage they start-
zd out West, passing through Cumber-
land Gap. They remained for a few
years at Cumberland Falls, on the
Cumberland River, in Whitley County,
Kentucky. It was here where Joseph A.
Cooper, the eldest son of John and
Esther, was born, on Nov. 25, 1823.

In a few years John Cooper, with
his family, moved southward across
the Cumberland Mountains into Ten-
nessee, and located on a farm in Camp-
bell County, five mile south of Jacks-
burg on Cove Creek, where he remained
until he died on July 27, 1854. His wife,
Esther, was born on October 26, 1793,
Grayson County, Va., and died June
29, 1878.

John Cooper was of JRYAN Gieer
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more than six feet tall, with large feet,
hands, and nose, with great energy and
a strong will power. His wife, Esther
Sage, was of English and Dutch (Ger-
man) descent, short of stature, self re-
liant, cool, calculating; and in relig-
ious matters she was a faithful and
devout Methodist. They had eleven
children. The oldest son, Joseph A.
Cooper, possessed qualities of both his
father and mother. His facial features
were those of his father, while in sta-
ture he was like his mother.

CHILDREN OF JOHN COOPER AND
ESTHER (SAGE) COOPER

1. Mahaley Cooper—b. June 11,
1822; d. Feb. 17, 1891. 2. Joseph A.
Cooper—b. Nov. 25, 1823; d. Muy 20,
1910. 3. David Cooper—b. March 8
1825; d. July 27, 1848. 4. Sylvester
Cooper—b. June 28, 1826. 5. Malinda
Ccoper—b. August 14, 1827; d. May
31, 1911. 6. William P. Cooper—b.
March 11, 1829; d. Aug. 15, 1903. 7.
Fountain Cooper—b. Feb. 11, 1831; d.
Sept. 22, 1904. 8. Thomas W. Cooper—
b. June 4, 1832. 9, Lindsay Cooper—b.
Nov. 1, 1833. 10. Matthew L. Cooper
b. Oct. 4, 1837; d. Nov. 1, 1908. 11.
Patience Cooper—b. Oct. 4, 1837; sup-
posed to have died in Ky.

All the sons except Fountain, served
as soldiers in the United States Army;
Joseph tand David in the War with
Mexico. David died at Memphis, Ten-
nessee on his return from Mexico. Jo-
seph, Sylvester, William, Thomas,
Lindsay and Matthew served in the
Civil War of 1861-65. Malinda’s hus-
band, William Madden, and Patience’s
husband, Stephen Cross, each were sol-
diers in the United States Army, in the
same company with Joseph.

. (Esther Sage Cooper was a sister of
Caty Sage, who was abducted by a
1orse thief in 1792, and was eventually
found in 1848, living with the Wyan-
dote Indians near Kansas City.)

JOSEPH A. COOPER

Joseph A. Cooper, (1823-1910), was

born near Cumberland Falls, Ky. He

was a deacon in_ th jstw Church,
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